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Lucetta Y. L. Kam is an assistant professor in the Humanities Program at Hong Kong 
Baptist University, specializing in Chinese gender and sexuality studies.
Note 1.  The latest anthology on money boys in China is Travis S. K. Kong’s Chinese Male Homo-
sexualities: Memba, Tongzhi, and Golden Boy (London: Routledge, 2010), which provides a 
full-length ethnographic account of money boys in major cities in China.
Charles Holcombe. A History of East Asia: From the Origins of Civilization 







discussion may be focused. Rhoads Murphey’s East Asia: A New History, now in its 
fifth edition, fits well into this category. Some textbooks are intended to challenge 
accepted narratives, while still providing the topical coverage of earlier accounts. 
Pamela Kyle Crossley’s recent text on modern China The Wobbling Pivot, China 
since 1800: An Interpretive History would suit this category. Charles Holcombe’s 









































I have used the author’s earlier work Genesis of East Asia several times in the 
classroom for my lecture survey on the early imperial period, and I am happy to 




























































































James A. Anderson is an associate professor of history specializing in Northern Song 
China and Sino-Vietnamese relations in the period from the tenth to the thirteenth 
century.
194  China Review International: Vol. 18, No. 2, 2011
© 2012 by University 
of Hawai‘i Press
Notes 1.  See Charles Holcombe, The Genesis of East Asia, 221 b.c.–a.d. 907 (Honolulu: Association 
for Asian Studies and University of Hawai‘i Press, 2001), p. 145.
2.  Holcombe, The Genesis of East Asia, p. 145.



























Recapitulating his interpretation of Liang (pp. 42–45) in The Meaning of Freedom, 
Huang links this distinction with that of Rousseauian revolutionary tradition and 
the liberalist tradition of John Stuart Mill, one of the classic European thinkers 
whose works Yan translated. Yan himself advocated an accommodative, gradualist 
approach. Huang claims that Millian liberalism failed in China because of these 
